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Preface

This guidebook is to help guide beginning writers through the proceastiof fan fiction.
There are certain aspects about writing fan fiction that are not covered indvcukeol
courses, which is why this guidebook was written

Fan fiction isatype of fictional writing that many people enjoy. Those who write it want people

to read and enjoy their stories, which is not a simple task. The ultimate goal of this guidebook is
to help beginning writert be able to write fan fiction that people will take the time to read and
give positive feedbacto.

This guidebook gives basinformation on terms used in fan fiction, what to be aware of when

writing, good practices for writing;ommon mistakes to avoid, and how to get your fan fiction
read. Subjectare insequential ordeof the process of writingandare meant to be read agch.
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What is Fan Fiction?

Definition of Fan Fiction

Fan Fiction, also written as fanfiction, fanfic, or simply fic, is fiction written by fans of a TV
series, movie, book, or video game, using existing characters and situatiengltp new plots.
This is sometimes referred to as derivative wbrle ¢ a u a mecd of fidtisn that uses or builds
upon anotherods i deas.

Terminology

Many termsare used within the realm of fan fiction, which is in part due to abbreviations used
on the internet. Many terms refer to specific canons and genres, but the words that will be
defined in this guidebook are ones that are general and more likely to hmtemed.

For an extended list of definitions, you can go to www.subreality.com/glossary/terms.htm

Word Definition

Alternate Reality (AR) A fan fiction which pl ace
completely different situations. This term is sometimes
interchanged with alternate universe.

Alternate Universe (AU) A fan fiction that alters
timeline. This term is sometimes interchanged with altern
reality.

BetaReader Someone who reviews and/or edits1 ot h e rfanwr i
fiction.

Canon The collection ofwvhat is consideredfficial stories which a
fan fiction is based off of.

Crossover A fan fiction that contains characters, worlds, or objects f
two or more different canons.

Deus Ex Machina A Latin word thatrefers to some event that helps a charag
out of an impossible situation. Deemed as poor writing.

Disclaimers Information given at the start of a fan fiction, most often g

legal disclaimer to inform who owns what material that th
fan fiction uses. @n also be for ratings or warnings.

Fandom A collective term to describe all fans and their activities.
Feedback (FB) Any comment, criticism, or praise given to a writer.
Flame Any comment made to purposely insult another person.
Mary Sue An original characteroften femalein a fan fiction that is

given unrealistic traits and abilitieBhe male version is
called Gary Stu.
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Original Character (OC)

A character created by the fan fiction writer, as opposed
being a character from the canon.

Pairing

A fan fiction which involves the romantic pairing of
characters from the canon.

SelfInsertion

A story that contains a character based off of the author.

6shipping

Short for fArelationshippi
canon characters into a rietaship in a fan fiction.

Slash A term used for the romantic pairing of two sas@x
characters. The term comes from the use of the slash (/)
charactecb et ween t wo character (

-verse A suffix added t o aftheatha to
refer to its nwerselTakiedverde x a

WIP Stands for AWork in Progr

Forms of Fan Fiction

Just as there are different forms of fiction, there aredifferent forms of fan fictionshort

stories, novelength stories, poems, and even song lyrics; which one you write depends on you

and your amount of creativity. The following terms are more specific to fan fiction.

1 Chaptered Fic

A chaptered fic is &an fiction written in chaptersyhere each chapter is typically

placed online as they are comepdd(The whole story can be completed before the first

chapter goes onlineWhen there is a space of time between the installments of
chapters, it can keep readers in anticipation for yontigued writing.

91 Drabble or Vignette

A drabble or vignette is short scene, idea, or reflection of a moment in time, which

may or may not tell a story. This is similar to a character sketch, where the author gives
a description of a character so the readerget a good mental image of him or.her

f One-shot

A oneshot is aonechaptered story, oim other words, a short story. ke also be
extended to a twshot (Twachaptered story) or even a leagot (A long one

chaptered story).
1 Songfic

A sondficisd a n
guotation

fiction based ofincludesdiract songds |y

of the songds | yr i asstionswotbuild e

a story. Songficare commonly bad forms of fan fiction.
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Where Should | Start?

Legal Concerns

Becausdan fiction is a story that is, most oftederived from copyrighted material, there are
some legal concerns. Before writing fan fiction, you should be aware of what you can agid can
do.

M Fair Use

Under U.S. copyright | aw, there is the doc
by theU.S. Copyright Office, a part of which is shown in Figureelow.

Figure 1

Section 107 contains a list of the various purposes for which the reproduction of a
particular work may be considered “fair,” such as criticism, comment, news reporting,
teaching, scholarship, and research. Section 107 also sets out four factors to be
considered in determining whether or not a particular use is fair:

1. the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of commercial
nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;

2, the nature of the copyrighted work;

3. amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a
whole; and

4, the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work,

Though thdegality of fan fiction is debatedpme will argue that fan fiction falls under
the category of fair use

The surest way of knowinghether or noyour fan fiction is legais howthe author of

the copyrighted materidels about itJ.K. Rowling, author of thelarry Potterbooks,

is flattered that people want to write stories based on her char@bftetess, 2004)

Anne Rice, authoof The Vampire Chronicleiowever, insists that there be no fan

fiction derived from her storigdi, 1998) In other words, there are authors who love to

see fan fiction, others who dondét want to
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NOTE: Before writing your fan fictionmake sure that the author of the copyrighted material
has not requested that there be no fan fiction derived from his or her.dtanéstion.net has
a list of authors who have requestbkdt any fan fiction based on thetories be removed
from their site, which can be viewedhdtp://fanficguidelinesarchive.2ya.com

To help to keep yourself out of trouble, you must avoid plagiarism and commercial activity, and
always use disclaimers.

1 Plagiarism

Whenwriting your fan fiction,avoid usingdirect linesor quotes from the stoyer it
would fall under plagiarisnPlagiarism in any form is against the law.

1 Commercial Activity

Afterwritngy our f an ftieropt to make modey off@f(te.d on 6t try ¢t o
publish or sell your story). There are published fan fictions, but the authors of those
books had permission to do so from the cart

M Disclaimers

A good practice is to always add legal disclaimers to your fan fiction for anything you
use that is copyrighted material. This will not protect you if the author of the
copyrighted material wants it removed, but

W rite What You Love and Know

Before you even start to write your fan fiction, it is likéhatyou already have an idea of what

you want to writeabout People write fan fiction about the TV shows or books they love, and

may have even watched evepisode or read every book in the canon. If the fan fiction you

want to write about is something you love and are pretty knowledgeable about, then great. If you
want to write about somet hi nygoushbulrethinkabaut don 6t
writing it.

|l f you dondét know much about the characters o
show in your writing. How can you write a story aboutltegend of Zelda f youdve never
played any of the video games?sitwhen you know and lovecartain character that you put

passion into your writing, and make the characters believable. If you really want to use
something in your fan fiction that you donot
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What Do | Write?

Following the Canon

Animpar t ant thing to take into consideration is
Unless you want to alter characters or events from the canon, such as writing an alternate reality
or alternate universe fan fiction, you should stay as close to tbe earpossible.

1 Choosing to Follow the Canon

Characters

By following the canon, theharacteryou use in your storwill be justas you would
watch or read them from the candior example, say you wanted to write a fan fiction
based on the charact®uperman. If you had him falling to the ground withering in pain
to a light punch, then you would not be following the canon.

Timeline

Ifyouweretowr i t e a fan fiction thatods a prequel
to write about events thatowld render the evemin the first book impossible. This

could happen i f something is destroyed in
book.

The closer you keep your fan fiction in line with the canon, the more that readers will

enjoy it, becase they will feel the same way when riegdt as they would reading a
canonical story.

1 Choosing to Not Follow the Canon

|l f you want to write an alternate reality
different matter. Writing a fan fictonn t hi s way i s often the re
guestion and can give new |ife or a fresh

Alternate Reality

If you were to write about the starship commander Captain Kirk and had him be a
sheriff in an old western, that wiokbe an alternate reality. A story like this could be
good if pulled off ight, or it could be pretty bad. Care needs to be taken in the
believability of the story when writing an alternate reality fan fiction
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Alternate Universe

An example ofan alternate universe fan fictiovould bea story about Cl&rKent
never becoming Supermahjd can be a little easier to write than alternate reality.
Crossovers ardsb acommon method used in alternate universe fan fictions.

Crossovers

A crossovelrs where two canons are combined, such as charactersStamirek

meeting characters fro®tar Wars Crossovers can be between similaewen very
dissimilar canonsWhile it is possible to write good crossovers about dissimilar canons,
i t 6 s maltr Fer edampld, it would probably be extremely difficult to write a
believableSuper MarioBros.andJames Bondrossover.

How close you follow the canon is your choice, but make your choice based on what kimd of fa
fiction you want to write. I f you want to wri
then stay true to the canon; if you want to write an alternate universe fan fiction, then follow the
canon according to the change you make.

Good Writing Practices

Writing is a skill that must be worked @ontinually | mp r o v e rhappen ovdroights n 0 t
but the more yolearnand practiceth e b et t e r anytbingsSHould bdaen intav
consideration when writing a story, but the following éégood practices can help you in some
important aspects.

1 Beginnings

The beginning of your story is important;
or not to continue reading. There are different ways to begin a story, but the one that

will be explained hereés beginning the story as it happens, as opposed to giving a long
narrative. Bauer (2000) explains this type in the following passage:

iPer haps t hiewithow ladirg first beert irdercepted and briefeahd
immediately confrorgt a cluster of people surrounding someone who is in the midst of telling a
jokeé.the most successful openings of this ty
energy, one that has begoeforet he r eader ent-¥5r.s the roomo (p.

By opening the siry in this manner, the reader will seek to understand what i
occurring, but will be interested here the story is leading.
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1 Closings

The ending to your story is important, as it determines the feeling left with readers

when they have finished rdad g . Bauer (2000) says At hat

up of, and relies on, all that has come bc¢
that there are two different ways to end a story: a summation of previous occurrences,
or a partial closing.
Summation Closing
The summation closing gathers together key characters and/or occurrences dispersed
through the story, uniting them and underscoring their connections (Bauer, 2000, 114).
This could be done through a charamter ds 1
by a final occurrence with key characters; it depends onyleomtell your story.
Partial Closing
A partial closing is one that ends just before the culmination of the story. Sometimes
the best time to end a story is just before the climax, the higbegtof excitement
that the story builds up to. This can leave the reader feeling satisfied with the story, but
Bauer (2000) explains the difficulty of this:

iThe challenge in writing a partial cl osing
haves f fi ci ent understanding of their storieso6 i
and direction, so that they can guard against

91 Descriptions

With good escriptionsyoucangive eader s a ment al onimitege of

storyDescriptions should be clear  Infdetpt it

Bocca (1983) says that descriptions are

but out of small , TBakedonexdmplefigunet2betbwt ai | s 0O
Figure 2

Martv activated the time circuits and stepped on the gas. Once the time machine reached 88 mph,
he went back in time.

The previous example is rather dull. Figure 3 as shown below is how it could be
rewritten to give more descriptions; it creates a better mental image.

Figure 3

Martv activated the time circuits as he drove down the quiet rode. With his destination set, he
slammed his foot on the gas pedal, and the Del orean accelerated forward. The sound of rain
hitting the car got louder and faster as he reached the needed speed, and Martv firmlv gripped the
steering wheel. Once the Delorean reached B8 mph, the flux capacitor came to life, and the time
machine vanished from sight, being thrown back in time.
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f Revision

When you write a part your fdiction, it is highly unlikely that the first thing you write
will be perfect, which is why revision is very important. Revision is more than just
fixing errors, it involves starting from the beginning of what you wrote and reading it
from the perspectivef your readersRevising your story can be every bit as creative as
when you first wrote it.

A good practices that when you hee written a section of your fan fiction, wait a few
days beforeevising it Elwood (1949) explains that while writing yourst draft, your
mind ran along certain grooves. By waiting a few days to let yourself get out of those
grooves, you can look at your work from a fresh perspective, and find flaws that you
woul dndét have found otherwise (p. 99).

What Your Readers Know

An i mportant factor to take into account is h
writing; this becomes particularly important when writing descriptions. If a reader knows about

the characters in your fan fiction just as well as you do, then Heavii becomeboredif you

give a | ot of descriptions and back story to
any descriptions about the characters and you
she will have trouble getting a ntahimage of the characters.

If you write a farfiction aboutSuper MarioBros, and you put it on uper MarioBros.

website  t hseenylikelyt tltat your readers wiknow abouthecharacters and places in your
fanficion.On t he ot her mgacssoverfyouyauld Berugritaracterstom
stories that readers have never heardIsb think about whether or not you use characters that
are not welknown, as they would need more descriptions thankwelivncharacters.
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Common Mistakes

Everyone makes mistakes, but there are some mistakes in fan fiction that are made a lot. The
following list is things you should avoid when writing your fan fiction.

1 Homophones

Words hat are spelledifferently andér have different meanings, but sound alike, are
called homophones. Examples of wotllat fall under this category asdown in
figures 4 and 5 below

Figure 4 Figure 5
Its — A possessive pronoun.

There — Reference to a location, whether concrete or abstract. _ ~
“Its teeth looked sharp.”

“It’s over there by the fridge ™ or "It must be fun there ™

Their — A possessive adjective that belongs to “them.” It’s _A zsnntrlactiun of "it” 3_1"le 15
“Their children are well-behaved.” It’s going tobe a funride.

Thev're — A contraction of “they” and “are.”
“Thevre over by the slide”™

These mistakes are actually quite comrand should be avoided. If you have trouble
knowing which word to use at what time, then look at the definition of the different
homophones to see which one is needed.

1 Not Fully Developing Ideas

Before you start writing your story, you should have ydeas clearly thought out,
perhaps even written down as notes. ¥bauld have a clear mental imaafevho your
characters will be and how they will act.

AfBef ore you begi knowwhatwyouristorgis abtue how thwilleendy o u

and what iteemotional effect will be onthereader ( EI woo d, 1949, p . 1
have these things thoughiit before hand, your story couddietrack from its main

plot. This becomes an even bigger problem when you put your stories online in

segments as you oplete them.

1 Script Format

There are many fan fictions that are written in script format, and whdentight be
good f orsabadiddaéowa,story. Figure 6 belman example of script
format.

Page |12



Figure 6

Link: “Zelda, look out!”™ *Link runs towards Zelda and pushes her out of the wayv of the monster®
Link: “Are vou okay?”

Zelda: *Wipes dust off of her dress* “Yes, I'm fine ™

Script formatishardaro r ead and doesndét flow very wel/l
reader to be immersed in the story, as the reader becomes painfully aware of the transitions
between dialogue and action.

Figure 7 belows how the previousxample can be writteinstead; it flows better when reading,
making the transition between dialogue and action much smoother.

Figure 7
“Zelda, look out!™ Link shouted. He ran towards Zelda, grabbing her just in time to move her out

of the monster’s path. “Are vou okav?”
“Yes, I'm fine.”™ Zelda said as she wiped some dust from off her dress.

1 Self-Insertion or Mary Sue

If you were to put a character based on yourself into one of your stories, it would be
called aself-insertion. This is a common thing, and even professional writers do this,
such as giving a character their personality or ambitions.

While this can be a good thing, it becomes a problem when yoinsett your entire

selfi your name, personalitgJothing, mannerismi and use that character to fulfill

your personal dreams. This is also sometimes referred to as a Mary Sue, particularly

when the character is popular amongst the other characters in the story, has no flaws,

and has many abilities. .ed e donét want to read about a
fulfillment, they want to read about a character they can relate to.

1 Spelling
No matter how good your plot is, no matter how engaging your characters are, if your
fan fictionis fullofspeil ng errors, then itds not worth
stand out like a serthumb, so make sure thererdreé irayouy fan fiction.

A simple way to avoignanyspelling errors iso type your story on a word processor
program, likeMicrosoft Word

NOTE: If you do not have a word processor, you can find one orllipenOffice, a
free word processing programwan be downloaded from www.openoffice.org
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T Summary

Can you summarize your story in one or t w
your story and before you begin to write it, you cannot put down in one sentence what
your story iséit is not well pl anned and t

p. 19). Summarizing your story will help to clarify what your story is all aboutwvald
help you to not go off track a®u write.

Summaries on Web Sites

Summariedecome important when getting others to read your fan fiction. Many fan
fiction web sitegrovide a space for you to give a summary of your story, and if you
can give a sufficient summary, then that can attract your reatteit.

Dondéts for Summari es
Do not place in your summary things that do not pertain to the plot of the story. For

instate, you dondét need to say AThis is my f
placing words such as APLEASE REVI EW. 0 Pec
they are interested in your story, not bec¢

M Transitions
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When transitioning from one place to anot!l
transitions need to be written carefully. This becomes even more important when there

are several locations and characters involved in your story. Too many transitions,
transitions that are fAjerky, o can | eave t1l
not enough description showing where the story has transitioned to.



How Do | Get People to Read My Story?

Ways of Presentation

There aetwo main ways of presentation, that bearghives and forumsaeh haveheir own
benefits and drawbacks.

M1 Archives

An archive is a website that hosts stories in their entirety, usually sorted under categories
of genres, canon, author, or all three.

Benefits

In archives, stories can be read almost like books, with each chapter or segment having
its own webpage, allowing for easy findinghis is particularly helpful when you have

a long story. Archives most often have a review system as well, afjoeaulers to

easily leave comments.

Drawback

Other than readers being able to leave comments, there is not a whole lot of interaction
between you and your readers with archives. Interaction with your readers can be
greatly beneficial in understanding whatu should write about.

Y Forums

A forum is created for the purposédiscussionswith topics depending on the purpose

of the forum When someone starts a discussion topic, members of the forum catoreply

it (Non-members may also reply, dependingoh e f orum), and a At hre
replies are attached tme another in descending ord¥éour fan fiction can be placed on

a forum that deals with the canon that you

Benefits

By placing your fan fiction on a forum, you caave more interaction between you and
your readers. You can get to know your readers better, and find out what they like and
dislike in storiesAlso, because forums can be popular online communities, your story
can be more publicized among members of ¢inerh.
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Drawbacks

A significant drawback from forums is that your actual stefpterwoven with
discussions. Thimeanghatsomeone who wants to read your fan fiction has to search
through every post to find the sections of the story; however, this is not a big deal if
your story is short enough to fit onto one post. Another drawback is that threads are
simply sorted by the dea of the last post, which can make your story difficult nal fif

no oneds madeforawhyfe. repl i es to it

Places to Put Your Story

In the past, fanzines were the way to get your fan fiction out to the public, but with the internet
becoming evemore common, most fan fictions are online.

1 Fanfiction.net

Figure 8 belowshows part othe home page of fanfiction.net, the largest online archive
of fan fiction. Fanfiction.net has hundreds of categories, so whatever fan fiction you
want to write, chanes are theresia category just for it.

Figure 8

Fi Unleash Your Imagination - FanFi... Q

BE FanFiction.Net - unleash yvour imagination

Haorme Just In Cormmunities Faorurms Beta Readers Dictionary Search Login

Browse » Anime . Books . Cartoons . Comics . Games . Misc . Movies . TV

Browse:
Anirme/Manga Books Cartoons Cormics
Games Misc Mowies T Shiows

Writing Software:
Download OpenDffice 2.4.0 for PCs or NeoOffice 2,2.3 for Macs, OpenOffice is a free word processing software produced by OpenOffice

Fanfiction.net is well organized, and respects authors of original fi¢tianthos do
not want fan fiction based aheir original fictions, then fanfiction.net will remove any
suchstoriesupontheir requess.

Reviews

Fanfiction.nethas a builin review system. Anyone who wishes to comment on a story
can do so with ease, and the author of that fan fiction can find out about it with an
automated email. Fan fiction writers can aleo@se whether or not to accept
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anonymous reviews, which are reviews by people who are not members of
fanfiction.net.

Because fanfiction.net is the largest collection of fan fiction, this also means it has the
most readers. If you want your fan fiction dday a lot of people, then you have better
chances by placing your story here.

T FanLib

FanLib.com (Figure 9 belogshows partoFanlLi b. comdéds home page)
fiction web site, though not wholly devoted to it, with various categories.

Figure 9

MHseemsthat inowour anger, you killed her! cont'd » Star'nfars, Wishing For vou, by ladywana
fanlib
.

Your favorite TV shows, books & movies continued by fans.

Browse Forums

My FanLib

73 39 il

Share & Review Meet & Chat Win Prizes Learn More

fan stories, videos and more, | with other fans like you. in contests & giveaways!

Sig

n Up (Frae)

This website is actually owned by the company FanLib, Inc. According to the web
siteds FAQ page,

FanLi b Apartner[s] with media companies, pu
events where fans can interact with the talent besonake of their favorite books, TV shows,
and movies. o0

FanLib.com may be more commercialized than fanfiction.net, but it has other features
such as a list of featured fan fictions and fan fiction authors, cover pictures for fan
fictions, and contests. Likanfiction.net, it also has a review system for fan fictions.
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I Miscellaneous Web Sites

Aside from the previously mentioned sitésere are many other wslies that are

devotd to a specific canon. Figure 10 belsowsa conglomerate gtist a few

banners from different fan fiction web sites, such asaamsformersHarry Potter, Star

Trek and a.ord of the Ringsveb site. To find a web siteither archive or forum,

devoted to the canon that yofanfittiow ei,njast
search engine like Google.

Reviews and Comments
Some of the best advice you may get is from the people who read your fan Sotios of the
flawsin your story will be difficult to see as the autlodnt, butsome ofyour readers can see

them.There are two different ways of having people read fan fiction: unsolicited feedback and
beta readers.

1 Unsolicited Feedback

When someone makes a comment on your story that you put online, whether it be an
emai | , forum post, or a review, Itds an urt
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